
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 12th March 2019 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
 
As a member of the Astrea Academy Trust and in line with other Astrea secondary schools, we 
are reviewing and developing our curriculum for September to ensure that we are teaching a 
challenging, knowledge-based curriculum. Our new programme of study for KS3 will ensure, 
as per national requirements, that every child follows a broad curriculum engaging with a 
range of subjects and experiences, particularly in the creative and performing arts. This will 
also ensure that there are more opportunities for enrichment activities, such as educational 
visits (e.g. to local Universities).  
 
To this end, our new KS3 programme of study will be delivered across three years from 
September 2019. This includes Year 7, 8 and 9. Therefore, Year 8 will not be choosing 
GCSE/BTEC options this year. They will continue to follow a KS3 programme, which will allow 
the students to continue to study a wide variety of academic and practical subjects, without 
specialising too soon, potentially at the detriment of later options in life.  
 
The main reasons for delivering a 3-year KS3 are as follows: 
 

 To provide a greater range of subjects to students, particularly in the creative and 
performing arts.  

 To provide more opportunities to develop core knowledge and skills in each subject 
area to better prepare students for the demands of the new (9-1) GCSE qualifications. 

 To provide more opportunities for enrichment. 
 To provide more targeted interventions and support to students e.g. in literacy and 

numeracy. 

The Year 9 curriculum for all students will include the following subjects: 
 

English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer Science, History, 
Geography, Spanish, Design and Technology, Art, Music, Drama. Physical Education, 
Religious Education and PSHE. 

 
During Year 9, students will have a choice over some of the subjects they study for GCSE. 
Further information about those choices will be made available early next year.  
 
I hope you share our excitement about this further development in Astrea Academy 
Woodfield’s curriculum and agree with us, that for the long-term benefits in your child’s 
education, this is the right path forward.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr A. Marshall 
Associate Vice Principal 


