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Topic 1: What is Geography?  
 

 Geographical knowledge looking at the location 
countries and continents  
 

Topic 2: Exploring Africa  
 

 Students to explore the continent of Africa. The 
locational context of Africa, diversity and 
physical features.    

 Case studies- Burkina Faso and Egypt 
comparison. Focus on wealth and quality of 
life.    

 Introduction to urbanisation in relation to Kenya 
and slums.    

 The climate of Kenya, an introduction to climate 
graphs.   

 Exploring the drought in the Sahel- 
opportunities and challenges.  

 The impact of aid, introduction to Fairtrade and 
Water Aid.   

 
Topic 3: Ethical Geography- Global Fashion  
 

 Introduction to fashion, what does fashion 
mean to you? The importance of fashion. How 
has this changed over time.    

 Globalisation- students to identify patterns and 
trends.   

 Students to investigate the conditions of 
factories. Students to give reasons for the 
conditions and link to wealth/development.   

 Fair fashion- how can we improve conditions, 
what can we do about consumer demand. 
Students to investigate the Dhaka disaster- 
students to make links between fashion, 
countries and individuals.   

 

Topic 1: Ecosystems   
 

 Location of ecosystems. Explain where our 
ecosystems are located.   

 Climate of ecosystems. Development of skill of 
climate graphs following on from topic Make 
links to Asia and Africa (previous topics).  

 Investigation of tropical rainforests. Case study 
the Amazon- location, features, adaptations, 
opportunities, challenges.   

 Investigation of hot deserts. Case study the 
Sahel (make links to prior learning topic 1)- 
location, features, adaptations, opportunities, 
challenges.  

 
Topic 2: Mega Cities- Mumbai and London  
 

 Urbanisation (develop on knowledge from topic 
1)- 

 Investigate the reasons behind the increasing 
number of mega cities.  

 Describe and explain physical characteristics of 
places and how the human process of 
migration (link to previous learning push and 
pull factors) and population growth can lead to 
similarities and differences of places. 

 Analyse physical characteristics of places and 
explain how physical processes can produce 
distinctive characteristics providing both 
challenges and opportunities at different levels 
(previous learning of slums).  

 Case study Mumbai and London.   

Topic 1: Coasts: The Holderness Coastline  
 

 Explore the different ‘Human’ and ‘Physical’ 
characteristics of coasts. To develop their 
understanding of key features of the UK’s 
coastline.  

 To develop geographical knowledge and 
understanding on the differences between 
waves and tides.  

 To understand how different waves can shape 
the beach. To explain the processes of erosion.  

 Identifying coastal features formed by erosion. 
Explain how coastal features are formed. Know 
what is meant by longshore drift.  

 Investigate features formed by the process of 
deposition.  

 Investigate management strategies on how to 
protect the coastline and use evaluative skills to 
explore the opportunities and challenges.  

 
Topic 2: My Place in Place in the World  
 

 Students to investigate a variety of skills within 
geography.  

 To use and apply geographical skills to OS 
maps. Such as 4 figure grid reference, 8 points 
of the compass, spot height, and straight 
distances.   

 To use and apply a range of wider skills. Such as 
6 figure grid references, contours, curved 
distance, latitude and longitude.   

 To be able to use complex map skills. Such as 
cross sections, create accurate sketch maps, 
describing human and physical patterns.  

 On site fieldwork investigation  
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Topic 1: Oceans  
 

 The importance of oceans- Why do our oceans 
matter?   

 Students to investigate the shallow and look at 
coral reefs, locations, threats, opportunity. Case 
study example Great Barrier Reef.   

 The deep- students to investigate the deepest 
part of our oceans and why this has all not yet 
been explored. Key features opportunities and 
challenges.   

 How have animals adapted to live in these 
conditions.   

 The water cycle, students to link this in with why 
the ocean is so important.   

 Why do we live near the oceans, students to 
make link to trade and development?   

 Sustainability- fishing, how can we be more 
sustainable?   

 The problem of plastic- issues, locations, 
solutions. Both human and physical 
implications. How do we solve the problem?   

 Link to climate change and he potential threat 
to our oceans.  

 On site fieldwork investigation 
 
Topic 2: Weather and Climate Change  
 

 The difference between weather and climate  
 Making links between knowledge and 

understanding to investigate the UKs weather 
and why is so unpredictable  

 Different types of rainfall in the UK 
 Geographical skill- climate graphs  
 Case Study- Britain’s weather events  
 Tropical storms- knowledge  
 The understanding of interrelationships 

between people, the environment and tropical 
storms  

 Construct detailed and coherent arguments, 
which draw conclusions supported by 
geographical evidence from case studies  

Topic 1: Tectonic Hazards  
 

 How the Earth is structured. Key features of 
different layers.   

 The theory of continental drift, theory, 
misconceptions, evidence.   

 Why do people live on plate boundaries- 
opportunities and challenges?    

 Monserrat volcano- immediate responses.   
 Key features of a volcano. Why do they erupt? 
 PPP- introduction to how hazards risk can be 

reduced.   
 Impacts of a volcanic eruption, both physical 

and human.   
 Super volcanoes, features and impacts.  
 Tsunami- Japan case study- causes, effects, 

responses.   
 Case study: Haiti earthquake- causes effects 

responses. 
   
Topic 2: Glaciation and Global Challenge  
 

 Glaciation formation and processes.   
 Glacial landforms   
 Case study- Iceland   
 Opportunity and challenge  
 Glaciation and global warming   
 Make links to climate change  
 Climate change impacts   
 Management of climate change   
 Management of deforestation   

Topic 1: Population- China  
 

 Current world population. What does this look 
like?   

 Students to look at how population is 
presented, students to use population pyramids 
to investigate population structure.   

 Reasons for population growth  
 The opportunities and challenges of this.   
 Case study- China   
 Reasons, opportunity, challenges, response. One 

Child policy and current situation. Was this 
strategy effective? Students to give reasoning.   

 Case study: France 
 
Topic 2- Rivers  
 

 Drainage Basin   
 Different types of fluvial process   
 The long profile of a river and how these 

changes from source to mouth.   
 Make links between the physical processes and 

how this changes the landscape.   
 Upper course of a river key 

characteristics- formation of a waterfall.  
 Middle course- formation of a meanders   
 Lower course- floodplains, levees, use of land   
 Flooding case study   
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Topic 1: Global Resources  
 

 What are resources and their importance  
 Global distribution of resources – establishing 

patters and using locational knowledge  
 Why is the world unequal and the consequence 

of food inequality. 
 Making links between location, resources, 

quality of life and development  
 Food provisions in the UK- over nutrition in the 

UK and health inequality  
 Resource supplies in the UK 
 The UK energy mix- challenge and opportunity 
 Use of figures to interpret data and use 

evaluative skills to form a judgement  
 

Topic 2: Economic Activity  
 

 Exploring different job sectors within the UK.  
 How this has changed over time. 

Deindustrialisation in the UK.  
 North South Divide.   
 Economic activity in Doncaster.  
 Like to sweatshops (prior learning y7)  
 Quaternary sectors- science parks and 

research   

Topic 1: The Challenge of Natural Hazards- Plate 
Tectonics  
 

 Hazard and hazard risk.  
 Factors that can impact risk; Both physical and 

human.   
 Location of plate Tectonics and link to the 

distribution of volcanoes and earthquakes.  
 Students to establish patterns and make links to 

wealth and development.   
 Students to investigate different types of plate 

boundaries and how this impacts the 
landscape.   

 Case studies of two areas of contrasting wealth, 
Haiti and Italy.  

 Students to link to the development and wealth 
of the two areas. Why do people live near 
volcanoes?   

 PPP- strategies to reduce the impact of natural 
hazards.   

 
Topic 2: The Challenge of Natural Hazards- 
Weather hazards  
 

 Different types of weather hazards   
 Reasoning for weather hazards, make links to 

Global Atmospheric Circulation.   
 The distribution of tropical storms causes of 

tropical storms and reasons for increase in 
frequency. Students to make links to global 
warming and climate change.     

 Case study- storm Matthew Haiti- make links to 
development.  

 PPP- strategies to reduce the impact of natural 
hazards.  

 Impacts of climate change – Mitigation and 
adaptation strategies   
 

Topic 1- The Living World- Rainforests  
 

 Development of Year 7 knowledge.  
 Key features of the rainforest and to develop 

understanding to give reasons for adaptations- 
both animal and plant.  

 Make clear links to climate graphs and use data 
to support reasoning.   

 Case study- Amazon   
 Deforestation- opportunities and challenges    
 Managing deforestation   
 Impact on soil and fertility.   

 
Topic 2- The Ling World- Deserts  
 

 Development of Year 7 knowledge.  
 Key features of desserts and to develop 

understanding reasons for adaptations- both 
animal and plant.  

 Make clear links to climate graphs and use data 
to support reasoning.   

 Case study- Western Desert region  
 Tourism- opportunities and challenges    
 Desertification   
 The management of desertification.   
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Topic 1: Urban issues and Challenges 
 

 Growing Urban Areas  
 LIC- urbanisation- Mumbai 
 LIC Mumbai- opportunity and challenges  
 Improving Dharavi Mumbai 
 HIC Urbanisation- London  
 HIC London- Urbanisation opportunity and 

challenges  
 Regenerating London  
 Sustainable living  
 Transport in cities  
 Exam skills  

Topic 1: The Changing Economic World  
 

 Global Variation is development and quality of 
life  

 DTM and Development  
 Strategies to reduce the Global Development 

Gap 
 LICs and Economic Change Nigeria  
 Nigeria case study  
 The UK and Economic Change  
 Post industrial Economies and the Modern 

Industry  
 Change and development  
 North South divide- strategies to reduce North 

South Divide  
 Exam skills 

 

Topic 1: Physical Content review: 
 

 Living World 
 The Challenge of Natural Hazards  

 
Topic 2: Physical Fieldwork investigation: Edale 
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Topic 1: Human Fieldwork Investigation: Sheffield  
 
Topic 2: Resource Management  
 

 What are global resources and their significance  
 What is the UK demand for resources? How is 

this changing and how is this being managed? 
 Global distribution of resources  
 What is the impact of distribution?  
 How is this being managed  
 Resource sustainability  
 Exam skills 

Topic 1: Human and Physical content review- 
preparation for exams and revision  
 
Topic 2: Pre-release material for Issue Evaluation  

 

Topic 1- Human and Physical content review- 
preparation for exams and revision 

 

 


