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GCSE Assessment Objects for Art and Design 
 
Students work towards producing a portfolio of work that covers the four assessment objectives (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4), these objectives are the focus 
for all coursework with elements being covered throughout the course: 
 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.  
Pupils demonstrate the ability to explore and investigate the work of other artists, crafts persons and cultures in connection with the themes offered. 
This is done via a range of mind maps, research sheets, mood boards, representations of works based on a range of visual stimuli 
 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.  
 Pupils develop a range of images and outcomes exploring the theme and demonstrating a growing understanding and confidence in a range of 
materials, techniques and processes. These can be through links to AO1 (duplications/interpretations), observational studies or images collated etc. 
 
AO3:  Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.  
Pupils investigate and record a range of ideas and intentions. These will be formed through a range of sample studies, design outcomes and 
explorative processes; showing appropriate annotation to support and expand on intentions.   
 
AO4   Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.  
Using their exploration and investigations, pupils will form and develop a personal outcome that demonstrates control, skill and understanding of 
selected materials, techniques and process; along with appropriate links to others works and ideas. 
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Coursework 
 
Exploration of theme 
 
During the Autumn term students will develop 
work based on a specific theme, this can change 
year to year. Starting points that have been set 
include Natural Forms, Toys and Games and 
Viewpoints.   
 
Outcomes 
 
Create visual collages of images and resources 
that link to theme including secondary and 
primary sources (AO2) 
 
Explore a range of visual images linked to the 
theme and respond to these producing sketches 
(AO1) (AO3) 
 
Develop a series of drawings, experimenting with 
and applying different media to each sketch – e.g 
pencil, pencil colour, pen and ink, brusho acrylic, 
oil pastel and mixed media  (AO2) (AO1) 
 
Drawings and sketches include accurate use of 
formal elements-  line, shape, form, proportions, 
texture and detail (AO2) (AO3) 
 
Observational work completed on different 
experimental surfaces (AO3) 

Coursework  
 
Investigate the work of Artists, Designers 
and Craft persons 

 
Students are to develop an understanding of 
different Artistic styles and to be able to 
explore these via research into Artist’s 
Designers and Craft Persons, they will  
develop analytical skills to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
Outcomes 

 
Complete a large scale A1 artist reference 
board or research sheets based on a range of 
related artists (AO1) 
 
Include attention to visual layout, lettering 
styles, collated appropriate imagery, 
personal representations and visual 
interpretations (AO1) (AO2) (AO3) 
 
Demonstrate and apply knowledge and 
understanding of Artist’s researched by 
applying the techniques to own work (AO1) 
(AO2) 
 
Detailed written information to be included 
on the research board that demonstrates an 
understanding of the different artistic styles 
and media used and a personal response 
(AO1) 

Coursework  
 
Development of theme  
 
Students will further develop art work that is 
based on a response to a chosen theme and 
further record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses 
towards a final response (AO1) (AO2) (A03) 
 
Outcomes 
 
Develop use of and experiment with  media 
and techniques in work including developing a 
range of prints and or relief work (AO2) 
 
To record ideas and intentions to demonstrate 
a clear development of ideas and links to 
research (AO3) 
 
Develop a series of compositions that draw 
upon all elements covered in a coherent 
personal response to the  theme (AO2) (AO1) 
 
 
Observational Drawings/paintings of for 
example grouped Still Life arrangements or 
collage style composition that draws together 
ideas (AO2) (AO3) 
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Coursework 
 
Realising intentions-  producing a final piece of 
work 
 
Students will need to produce a personal 
response with well-informed realisation of 
intentions as a final piece of work. This along with 
all other work completed will form part of the 
students course work exhibition. 
The final piece will need to demonstrate an 
understanding of visual language, applying 
formal elements, is well-informed and effective. 
 
Outcome 
 
A final outcome(s) relating to the theme of your 
project that shows a personal response (AO4) 
  
A final outcome(s) that is influenced by the style 
of an artist; movement or culture which relates to 
your project (AO1) 
 
Application of and use of appropriate media to 
complete final outcome that demonstrates 
refinement and technical skills in the use of 
different techniques (AO2) 
 
Work is appropriately displayed in exhibition 
(AO4) 
 

Art Examination Preparation 
 
The OCR Art and Design Exam is released 
January 2020. Students will then select from 
a choice of starting points from OCR, these 
will vary each year. 
 
Students will then have a set period of time 
in which to prepare for the examination and 
will be expected to produce preparatory 
studies in response to the chosen theme. 
This preparation work reflects the same 
processes covered within the coursework 
component. 
 
In the preparatory studies students will need 
to: 
 
Record responses and observations (AO3) 
 
Research and explore ideas (AO1) 
 
Use appropriate materials and techniques 
Identify and reference all collected or 
sourced materials (AO2) 
 
Develop and explore ideas based on 
research and observations, producing a body 
of work that represents a personal response 
(AO4) 

Art Exam 
 
Students will be expected to sit a 10-hour 
exam that will take place over two days, the 
exam dates will be set by the Academy. 
 
During the exam students will need to use 
their preparatory studies to support them in 
developing a final piece(s) of work in response 
to the theme selected from the exam paper. 

 


