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13th March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Coronavirus Outbreak 

I would like to explain our current position in relation to the Coronavirus outbreak. 

On a daily basis, the academy has been monitoring advice and guidance from the Government.  We recognise 
that at some point school closures may be enforced in the UK to halt the spread of coronavirus and are 
putting together a contingency plan with Astrea.  Clearly there is an expectation that if schools do close, 
some form of education will have to continue.  We will share our planning around this in due course.  Our 
priority is to remain calm and measured in our response and by doing this we can ensure the academy 
continues to run smoothly whilst we await national decisions on approach and next steps. 

In the meantime, there is no reason why your child should not continue to attend school as normal.  As you 
will be aware from national news bulletins, current guidance in the UK is to carry on our daily activities as 
normal but to be extra careful in terms of personal hygiene. We need to take further precautions if travelling 
to one of the named ‘at risk’ countries. 

Government Advice 

The government is requesting that the UK population to take some responsibility in helping prevent further 
spread of the virus.  The most up-to-date advice to the public is available from www.gov.uk/coronavirus and 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/. 

With effect from today until further notice, the academy will be taking the following steps as a 
precautionary measure:- 

Continued advice to students and visitors relating to preventing the spread of the virus 

 Wash your hands frequently with soap and water or alcohol based hand sanitiser  

 Cover your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze and throw 
the tissue away immediately 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 

 Keep at least one metre away from anyone coughing and sneezing 
 
Trips/Visits 
We are monitoring all trips/visits and making decisions on a case by case basis, again following the latest 
advice from Public Health England.  Parents and carers will be informed as appropriate. 

In the event of an enforced school closure by the Government 

At the time of writing this letter, please be assured that academy closure has not been recommended by the 
government.  In the case of an enforced school closure, we will communicate via local radio stations, send 
you a message through our App and put a message on the website. 

We are mindful that such an announcement could be made by the media prior to the Academy and Astrea 
being informed. 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 

 

ASTREA ACADEMY WOODFIELDS 
Weston Road, Balby, Doncaster, DN4 8ND 

01302 312140 
 

Principal Adam Atkinson 
 

Children entitled to free school meals 

We are currently looking into ways that we can support children who are entitled to Free School Meals.  A 
further update on this will be provided. 

 

Year 11 

We know that our Year 11 students may be concerned about how this will impact on their GCSE 
examinations. Should there be an enforced closure, every school in the country will be affected in the same 
way. 

We will continue to monitor the situation closely and should we get any new advice from Public Health 
England, the Department for Education or the Local Authority, we will inform you immediately.  We will 
continue to share any new information and advice via the website. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Adam Atkinson 

Principal 


