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Principal Adam Atkinson  

 

17th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are delighted that we will be welcoming your child to Astrea Academy Woodfields in 
September.  We are sure that your child is looking forward to meeting their teachers and fellow 
students, likewise, we are looking forward to meeting your child. 

As detailed in the previous letter sent on 22.06.2020, behind the scenes we are doing all we can to 

ensure the smoothest possible transition for your child.  Miss Duncanson (Year 7 Pastoral Leader) 

and Mrs Boulter (SENDCo) have collated background information through discussion with Year 6 

teachers.  On the Year 6 Transition Information page of our website you will find answers to a series 

of frequently asked questions, including a specific set of questions relating to current Year 6 

students.  The period 1st – 3rd July saw us joining the Doncaster Council Transition Team to run a 

successful Virtual Transition programme through Google Classroom. 

We realise you and your child may be disappointed that we have been unable to offer transition 

days prior to the summer.  However, in September, your child will experience a two-day induction 

not dissimilar to that which had been planned for July.   

Communication with parents / carers 

Our main method of communicating with parents is through the Astrea App. Please download this 
free App to receive your child’s behaviour information, attendance, academic reports, trip letter 
and general school information. If you don’t have the App you will miss out on vital information 
about your child. 

We fully recognise that transition from Year 6 to Year 7 is both an exciting and possibly a daunting 

experience.  With this in mind, our priority in September is to introduce our new Year 7 cohort to 

the academy prior to the return of students in Years 8 to 11. More can be found on this below. 

Dress code 

Students are expected to wear full academy uniform.  We believe that wearing an academy uniform 
encourages a greater feeling of ownership or belonging on the part of the students whilst also 
generating a status and pride in the academy within the local community.  We have made some 
minor changes to the academy uniform and dress code. 

Please ensure you purchase uniform in plenty of time so your child can wear the full correct 
uniform from the first day of term.  Sanctions will be enforced for non-compliance.  At this time, 
purchases can only be made on-line from www.logoleisurewear.com.  Expectations and examples 
of correct uniform are shown on the enclosed Uniform and Dress Code Leaflet. 

Apollo groups  

When placing students in Apollo groups we consider many factors and take advice from primary 

schools; students will soon make new friends and their Apollo Tutor will watch over them.  

COVID-19 

I am certain that you will wish to be reassured that we have rigorously considered the safety of 
both students and staff and a number of extra procedures, outlined below, are in place to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 and to improve the safety of everyone. 

 

http://www.logoleisurewear.com/
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Our current intention is for all students to experience what is our typical broad and balanced 

curriculum offer.  However, due to the ever changing local and national picture associated with 

COVID-19, we will continue with our current practice of taking guidance from the Department of 

Education and Astrea Trust prior to formalising and communicating any required updates to our 

provision.  Any such updates regarding the wider reopening of our academy and specifically in 

relation to new starters in Year 7, will be communicated on our website 

(https://www.astreawoodfields.org/), Twitter account (@AAWoodfields) and via the Astrea App. 

September return dates 

 Tuesday 1st September & Wednesday 2nd September – Staff INSET days 

 Thursday 3rd September – Academy is open to all Year 7, 12 and 13 students  

 Friday 4th September – Academy is open to all Year 7, 11, 12 and 13 students  

 Monday 7th September – Academy is open to all students in all year groups 

Start and finish times will be staggered and are different for each year group.  Year 7 students 
should arrive at 8.10am.  To facilitate social distancing, we will be using multiple entrances and exits 
to the building. Your child should enter/exit the academy via the Main Hall Foyer.  This will be 
signposted.  All students should sanitise their hands as they enter the building. Your child will finish 
at 2.30pm. 

Movement 

Movement around the building should be kept to a minimum, including choosing to use the nearest 
toilet facility to their classroom.  If at times students cross paths, they should always stay to the 
left.  It is essential that the year bubbles do not mix to avoid the potential spread of the virus. 

Hygiene 

All classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned at the start of the day in preparation for the next day.  A 
cleaning rota is in place throughout the day, with classrooms being cleaned during breaks and 
lunchtimes. 

Equipment 

For September, we require students to have the following equipment for learning on arrival to the 
academy.  This will enable us to minimise the risk of coronavirus infection due to students sharing 
equipment.   All students should bring a pencil case that includes the following: 

o HB pencils, pens - black/blue and purple, rubber, ruler 

o a scientific calculator and a protractor to avoid sharing in Maths 

o coloured pencils and highlighters 

The academy will be providing students with a planner as usual.  Students should not share 
equipment or ask to borrow equipment from the teacher. 

Travel arrangements  

Students should avoid travelling by public transport whenever possible in line with government 
guidelines.  If the use of public transport is essential, then students must wear a face covering and 
employ strict social distancing when they are queuing, seated and alighting from the transport one 
at a time.  If students are able to travel by bike, we are able to accommodate storage so please 
bring a secure padlock and chain. 

  

https://www.astreawoodfields.org/
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Attendance/Punctuality/Absence reporting 

The Government has made clear that attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from the start of 

the new term.  When school resumes in September we will be providing a full curriculum, with all 

classes running as normal and no reduction in teaching time. 

When students return in September there will be a higher focus on attendance and punctuality.  
We aim for all students to achieve 100% attendance.  We monitor attendance closely and take 
action when attendance falls, particularly when attendance falls below 95%.  Good attendance and 
punctuality is recognised and rewarded.  If your child will be absent from the academy you must 
inform the Attendance Team on the first and each further day of absence by 8:30am on 01302 312 
140 and choose option 1.  If your child is absent due to COVID-19 symptoms, please inform us 
immediately and arrange for them to be tested, informing us of the outcome so that we can follow 
all necessary government guidelines.  Anyone coming into contact with someone with COVID-19 
must self-isolate for 14 days. 

Behaviour 

We ask that parents/carers support the academy by promoting good conduct to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of your child and others. Please ensure that you read all sections of the Behaviour 
Policy shown on our website under the parent information tab or by following this link: 
https://www.astreawoodfields.org/parentinformation/behaviour-policy/.  Accepting a place at 
Astrea Academy Woodfields is an acceptance of all our policies and procedures including the 
Behaviour Policy and associated rewards and sanctions. 

We appreciate your support in talking to students and reinforcing key messages regarding the 
implementation of expectations such as being respectful to each other, not using mobile phones 
on site and conducting themselves positively at all times. It is vital that you download our App and 
we have your correct email address and mobile number as this is how we will contact you if your 
child has a detention.  

Our Behaviour Policy is still in place with the usual standards and expectations of our academy but 
with five additional COVID-19 related expectations for September: 

1. Students must remain in their designated zone / area; 

2. Students must remain in their designated year group; 

3. Students should observe hygienic practices i.e. no touching others, handwashing etc.; 

4. Students should observe distancing in classrooms, corridors and outside; 

5. Students should observe movement restrictions and adhere to rules within their zone. 

A student may be excluded from the academy for deliberately or defiantly not following these 
expectations (as per our Behaviour Policy) or for persistently not following these expectations. 

Break and Lunch 

We will provide a moving snack bar at break time.  At lunchtime, there will be a reduced menu 
available for hot and cold food.  Food on offer will be a selection of ‘grab and go’ style to make it 
more efficient.  Each year group bubble will come to the dining room for lunch.  The dining room 
will be laid out in a socially distanced manner and will be cleaned after each sitting. 

It would be very helpful if students could have the exact money ready to pay for their food as this 
will reduce the handling of cash.  If students do receive change from their purchase, they must  

 

https://www.astreawoodfields.org/parentinformation/behaviour-policy/
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remember to wash their hands thoroughly before eating and again after eating.  They may of 
course bring a packed lunch.  The water fountains will be in use for students to refill their water 
bottles.  Please ensure your child brings a water bottle as plastic cups will not be available. 

Arrangements for queuing for lunch will be managed with students on their first day in the 
academy by duty staff. Lunch time will be split and student timings will be given to students on 
their first day. 

Classrooms 

These will be laid out in rows in line with government guidance. Ventilation will be ensured by 
having windows and doors open.  Tissues and hand sanitiser are available in each classroom and 
bins will be emptied regularly.  

Enclosures 

Alongside our Uniform and Dress Code leaflet please find enclosed within this envelope our Data 

Collection and Permissions Form. Having accurate and up to date information is essential for 

ensuring the welfare of your child and it is necessary to obtain your consent for many aspects of 

wider academy life. Please return the completed form in the self-addressed envelope by 21.08.20. 

Whilst we understand the anxieties surrounding the return to full time teaching in these 
unprecedented times, we have taken care to put stringent health and safety measures in place and 
whilst staff will be on duty to manage these, it is every students responsibility to make sure that 
they follow all the guidance and hygiene precautions in order to look after themselves and each 
other. 

As ever, all of our decisions will focus on the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and our staff. 
Alongside this we are committed to a renewed sense of academic rigour upon return of all children.  
These continue to be challenging times, but I want to reassure you that we will be doing everything 
we can to make the school as safe as it possibly can be for our whole school community. 

Lastly, we do hope that your association with Astrea Academy Woodfields will be a positive one 

and that your child will find secondary school an enjoyable, rewarding and successful experience.  

We look forward to meeting you and your child soon but if in the meantime if you have any 

questions regarding any of the above, please don’t hesitate to contact the school and ask for me 

personally. 

We are hopeful that we will be able to arrange a settling in evening in September (guidance 
permitting) in the meantime, if you have any queries, please get in touch through this email address  
office@astreawoodfields.org.  

I hope that you have a relaxing summer break and look forward to welcoming your child into the 
academy in September. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
  

 

Adam Atkinson   Luke Sadler    Danielle Duncanson 

Principal   Assistant Principal   Pastoral Leader 

mailto:office@astreawoodfields.org

