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18th December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I feel that we have collectively achieved something momentous getting to this point! This has been a long and 
challenging term for students, staff and yourselves as parents/carers.  I know so many of you have been affected 
by positive COVID cases and self-isolation. The challenges faced by all have been difficult and I thank you for 
your patience and understanding.  My thanks go to all of the staff here at Woodfields for their resilience and 
commitment to the students, yourselves and the academy. Year 11 deserve a special mention for getting 
through some of their mock exams just a few weeks ago. Clearly with the situation we all found ourselves in last 
Summer, it is incredibly important all students in Year 11 get to sit a mock exam in each subject.  Well done also 
to Year 7 who joined the academy in very unusual circumstances!  Well done also to Year 12 who despite 
interruptions to their first term due to COVID, are enjoying the Sixth Form. Year 13 have completed their UCAS 
applications and are receiving their offers.  

In the midst of what seems to be a term monopolised by COVID, we have been doing some lovely things too.  

Christmas Jumper Day 

On 11th December, our students showcased their festive and colourful jumpers 
to raise funds for an important cause. It was ‘Christmas Jumper Day' at Astrea 
Academy Woodfields, in aid of Save the Children, an annual tradition for our 
students.  Founded in 1919, this global charity's goal is that by 2030, no child 
dies from preventable causes before their fifth birthday. We are delighted to 
let you know that the event raised over £130 for this worthy cause. 

Community Litter Pick 

A pre-Christmas tidy-up took place in the community on December 16th, with 6th form students and academy 
staff joining forces to improve the neighbourhood.  Our students were 
given a sense of pride and ownership while improving the environment on 
their doorstep for the benefit of everyone.  During the two hour clean-up, 
the team covered the area around Weston Road and managed to fill 
several bags of litter. The type of litter collected included soft drinks cans, 
plastic bottles and containers, crisp packets and sweet wrappers. 

The Hub 

This term, we have been delighted to welcome students to their brand-new library for the first time. Although 
the opening was initially put on hold in order to ensure a covid-secure environment, the library is now available 
on a rota system for students in Y7 and Y8, while a mobile library service ensures students from other year 

groups have access to a range of engaging and entertaining 
books. It will also support the school’s participation in the 
Reading Rampage programme and is accommodating class visits 
– a welcome change of scenery for students! Y7 students were 
the first to be able to use their new library and they’ve definitely 
been taking full advantage of it, with over sixty percent of them 
borrowing a book after a class visit and the already hugely 
popular Harry Potter Club in full flow. One enthusiastic student 
commented, “I’m really looking forward to getting to read all 
these books! I wonder which one I’ll read next…”. 
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Christmas Dinner 

December 9th saw our annual academy Christmas Dinner Day. I was 
delighted to see so many staff and students enjoying the turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings. We are very grateful to our kitchen 
team for putting on such a fantastic meal that was enjoyed by so 
many.  

 
Mental Toughness Comes To Woodfields 

Year 7 have been doing some brilliant work thinking about the power of their mind. At first, some students 
thought that mental toughness is all about being strong and not emotional but they have been learning that 
really it is all about how we make ourselves aware of our minds, the things that we tell ourselves and how we 
train ourselves to think and respond to situations. They have done really well understanding how we can help 
ourselves to have a positive day and be ready for our daily challenges through using affirmations. Some of my 
favourites are: “I enjoy achieving things”, “I can say my opinions out loud”, “I will succeed”, “I will help others”, 
“I will achieve if I make an effort”, “I will get past the negativity and bloom into positivity!”, “How do you know 
you can’t if you haven’t even tried?” Well done year 7, we are so proud of your achievements so far. 

Food Bank 

Woodfields Sixth Form students have been taking part in a reverse Advent Calendar project this year, where 
instead of getting a treat each day of December, they donate a little something to people who are in need within 
Doncaster. More so this year, students have been very aware of the 
implications that Covid has had on people’s finances, and have 
demonstrated a huge amount of sympathy for those whose 
Christmas’s will be effected because of this virus. Students were 
asked to donate items which might feed families, who otherwise 
would be struggling to eat, and we have been inundated with their 
generous offerings.  We are overwhelmed by the kindness of our 
students and cannot wait to see the smiles on the faces of those who 
receive these food hampers. 

 

Food banks are not-for-profit organisations that provide food and 
support to people who are struggling financially. They rely on public 
donations to continue feeding people in crisis. 

Please click on the following link to find out about some of the local 
organisations operating food banks in Doncaster Food Banks 
(stlegerhomes.co.uk). 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you checked your eligibility for Pupil Premium funding?. If you think your child may be eligible for Pupil 
Premium funding, then please do the following: ·  

Go to http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/doitonline/free-school-meals and complete an application online. You will 
need to create a MyDoncaster Account in order to do this. 

Those students entitled to Free School Meals will get a voucher issued by Wonde for the Christmas period as 
part of the Government scheme. The academy have been processing these this week. 

https://www.stlegerhomes.co.uk/moneywise/food-banks/
https://www.stlegerhomes.co.uk/moneywise/food-banks/
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Remote Learning For Woodfields Students 

Unfortunately, as in many other schools, we have had students and staff who have had to self-isolate because 

of Covid-19 since September. We are exciting to be announcing that we are changing our blended learning from 

Frog to Teams. As announced by the Government this week Y7-10 students will access their first week of next 

term remotely using Teams.  

We also are lucky to have GCSEPOD for Y11 students to use and Hegarty Maths. We have had 68 downloads 

and 1551 streams on GCSEPODs watched so far. Your child should have had their MS Teams emails, which gives 

them access to Microsoft Office tools such as Word and Powerpoint. They can also use this email address to 

contact their teachers individually to request more work.  

The second resource is the Oak National Academy. This is a resource set up over lockdown by teachers across 

the country and has lessons for students to complete in all subjects. Students should access this resource if they 

do not have work to complete. 

Love of Learning! 

Some of our Y11 students were lucky enough to experience the first of our blended learning sessions in English! 
Students engaged with Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’, following his journey of demise, through power-points and 
tasks designed to challenge the students at home and in class. Furthermore, the launch of a new book-club has 
seen a ripple of enthusiasm from our students who are not only keen to expand their reading list but also to 
develop their critical thinking. A true testament to their love of learning! 

Y10 Students Speak Out! 

In mid 2020 the Speakers Trust launched a pilot programme, ‘The Armada 
Project’ aimed at supporting the development of public speaking in young 
people. This was with a view to the programme being rolled out nationwide in 
early 2021. A small group of Y10 students at Astrea Academy Woodfields were 
given the chance to participate in the programme to support its development 
and also enhance their own skills. During this time, students were given the opportunity to develop the following 
key elements: Speak several times and learn to think on their feet, explore how to prepare a speech, deliver 
both short and longer speeches, learn how to speak in front of a group with confidence and enjoyment. All 
students that participated in the programme represented the academy exceptionally well, demonstrating a 
mature and professional approach.  We will be working with the Speakers Trust again in the new year, allowing 
more of our students to access the full refined programme. 

Sports Medicine Programme pays dividends for current and former 
students. 

Kieron has been a member of the sports medicine programme at Astrea 
Academy Woodfield’s for over two years now and has developed so 
much as a professional he has been asked to provide his services at 
Rossington Main FC alongside former student Jess Borrowdale. Kieron is  

 

now responsible for delivering sports massage to the first team players during training and match days. In his 
two years at Woodfield’s, Kieron has qualified in the Level 3 and 4 Sports Massage certificates as well as the 
Level 2 Gym, Level 3 Personal Training and Exercise Referral qualifications. Alongside his role at Rossington Main 
FC, Kieron also provides his experience for the men’s football team at Woodfield’s where under tutelage of the 
sports therapist, he provides treatment and rehabilitation to injured players as well as instructing strength and 
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conditioning sessions to help the players improve their athleticism. 
Kieron also carries out pitch side duties to the football team ensuring that they receive the best care he can 
offer them. 

The younger students of the sports medicine enrichment programme find that Kieron is an inspiration to them 
and look towards his skills and knowledge in a bid to go down the same career pathway as him. We want to 
thank Kieron for his hard work and dedication to AA Woodfields and wish Kieron the best of luck at Rossington 
Main FC. 

Astrea Woodfields students heading for the Stars … and stripes!  

On Saturday 5th of December, Dan 
Bagshaw, Zak Scott and Seb Mcgrane of the 
AAW 6th form Football enrichment 
programme attended the annual Sports 
Recruiting USA showcase event in Skipton, 
North Yorkshire. The student-athletes were 
all part of the same squad that competed in 
triangular tournament, boasting a record of 
all victories throughout the day. The 
students are part of the partnership 
between the Astrea Woodfields Football 

Enrichment Programme and SRUSA which allows the students access to obtain an American University Soccer 
scholarship. The partnership has been in place for over 5 years now and has seen several Astrea Woodfields 
FEP students placed on ‘soccer scholarships’ in the USA, thanks to SRUSA the World's Leading U.S. College 
Soccer Recruiting Agency. 

Astrea Academy Woodfields Sixth Form Recruitment events 

Astrea Woodfields Sixth Form have launched their first virtual 
open evening of the year. The information can be accessed 
through the main school website: 
https://www.astreawoodfields.org/sixth-form/virtual-open-
evening/ There are a number of presentations from our 
specialist staff of the subjects from the proposed curriculum for 
September 2021. Each presentation provides examples of the 
kind of work that will be studied at level 3 in our Sixth Form as 
well as detailing our expectations and entry criteria. We present information on our unique and exciting 
enrichment programme, which aims to develop the key skills and abilities of our Sixth Form students outside of 
their qualifications, ensuring that our students finish their Sixth Form studies, as professional, positive and 
motivated individuals who will go on to make a positive contribution in the world of work. Our curriculum covers 
Careers and Finance and Personal, Professional Development sessions, which aims to develop knowledge and 
understanding to help students in their life beyond Woodfields Sixth Form. 

You can find our application for on the website https://www.astreawoodfields.org/sixth-form/application/ If 
you have any questions, you can email Miss Bain on sixthformsupport@astreawoodfields.org 

Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Due to current guidance from Public Health England advising against face-to-face meetings during the 
pandemic, all Parents’ Evenings are currently being held virtually.  

Christmas Staycation 2020 

mailto:sixthformsupport@astreawoodfields.org
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Planning Christmas and keeping your children entertained can be 
really hard work.  Have a look at Doncaster 'Christmas Staycation', which offers some great activity ideas for the 
festive period. 

https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/christmas-staycation-2020 

Academy Standards January 2020 

Please refer to the letter which was sent out last week regarding expectations following the Christmas break.  

Finally, I would like to wish you all a peaceful Christmas. I hope you all enjoy some lovely family time together 
and I look forward to welcoming your children back into the academy in the new year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr A Atkinson 

Principal 

https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/christmas-staycation-2020

